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Poetry.
Sister Mine

T R, 11. DAJU.

Sister mine Sister mine
Why art to dear?

Why throbs this heart of mine,
Like the strong-ten- rilled fine,
Clinging so close to thine

When thou art near.
Sister mine t

Stater mine Sister mine (

Why art so dear?
Chill it this heart of mine,
Till that sweet stnife of thine
Wakes it to life dt rine.

When thou art near,
Staler mine.

Sister mine Sister mine !

Why art so dear?
Light is this heart of mine,
As is the ip&rkling wine
Bright in its crimson shine,

When tbou art near,
Sister mine.

Sister mine Stiter mine!
Thou art so dear

By that wierd spell of thine,
Wreathed round this heart of mine
Till our twin spiriu twine

When thou art near,
Sister mine!

Mr. Fletcher Mobster's First Lecture on
China.

A large and intelligent audience in the Taber-
nacle, Wednesday evening, listened with great
interest and high gratification to Mr. Webster's
lecture, which depicted in vivid colors the scenes,
customs, manners and government of China, and
imparted in a perspicuous stylo and unaffected
manner, that kind of information in regard to this
ancient, peculiar and remarkable people which we
are most desirous to learn. We are so remote, as
not perhaps duly to consider the vast extent of the
Chinese empire. The United States, with Ore-

gon, Canada and Texas, to the extrcmest boun-dar- v.

would be less-tha- China, which if Chinese
Tartary be included, embraces the great body of
Asia and contains, 5,000,000 of square miles, or
more than one-ten- ol the surlace ot tlie globe.
This vast circumference has been well nigh im-

penetrable to foreigners, and even now, beyond the
five Ports, tho Empiro is carefully guarded against

any intrusion. Tho three religious systems pre-

valent are those of Confucius, of Fo, and Boodh;
the first being mostly for the learned, and tho last

by its idol worship and various rites and supersti-
tious ceremonies gathering the rude and ignorant
masses in its train. There is no State Religion.
Tho disposition of tbo Chinese is for toleration.
There is a strong resemblance in the temples of
Dooan, ana many 01 me rues unu ccrcwumca aim
peculiar dress of their priesthood, to those of the
Chineso Catholics. Originally tho Jesuit mission

aries were favorites with tho Ulnncse uovernmcnt,
but controversies among them,and the interference
of tho Pone, regarded as an intermeddling with
State affairs, produced, as did similar causes in Ja--

ian, their expulsion, liy mo i an arucie 01 our
ato Treaty, leave is Granted to erect chapels and

churches. The lecturer paid a worthy tnbuto to
our distinguished missionary, Dr. Parker, who,

he observed, enjoys in an extraordinary degree
. r.i r.i. r i. :.. ti,tne respect anu cunnuuuuu ui wu mum-o- w

Roodhist. instructed in his faith, believes in a

heaven and a hell, but the knowledge of tho com

mon people is well nigh confined to tho rites of

. t i r .loccasion conversca witn a man oi uw raiiiurai
class, and found him totally ignorant of a future
state. Ho was informed of tho truo doctrine on
this subiect. and exhibited tho greatest surprise

On one occasion it was announced that four
Chinese officers of rank would visit the American
Ambassador. They were preceded by two exe-

cutioners, one armed with a whip, the other with
an axe. next bv several poorly clad soldiers, then
by two equestrians, on wretched ponies, who knew

nothing ot tho brush or tne currycomo, iiiiimnnaic-l- y

following which in their sedans, were the great
oertonatres themselves. They wero large, good- -

looking men, in rich silk robes, adorned with pre
cious stones, aud the tail oi a peacocK Hanging
from each of their caps, which are not removed
when introduced; it being civil with them to re-

main covered. Thcv wero very careful to observe
the movements of tho foreigners, and to take their
seats at exactly tho same timo with them. Their
first inquiry was tho health of those they visited,
nnrl nnvt fnr thn rtnn nf each one nrcscnt. Their
conversation was very loud, so that they might
readily bo heard in the street. At the lunch, U
i f. . i .! :.. 1- ,-
ocing pome to icuvu uuiuiug m i
drinking with others, the excitement of thecham- -

paigne, Stc, increased tho vivacity and loudness
of their conversation. As a part of their civility
at table, they seized their food with their chop
sticks, whilotho Americans must needs open their
mouths and suffer it to be thrust into them. The
onlv relief was toretaliato as far as possible. Af
ter this meal they examined every articlo of tho
dress of Cho strangers, anil as a civil return expect
ed all the articles of their own dress to bo exam
ined.

Tho lecturer described in a very particular
manner his voyage from Macao to Canton ; the
fortifications at tho mouth of the river (whero the
banks aro high, and separated by not more than
a cannon shot distance) which wero taken by tho
Endish. who landed not far from them, and march.
ing to the top of tho hill found these fortifications
below them, and those within, entirely exjmsed to

" '"PI1

their firo; the numerous boats; well nigh covering
the river as you approached tho city, often com-
ing under full sail directly down upon you, but
which in an instant, by tho skill of their master
were turned asido , tho vast number of boats and
houses built upon them, which constituto a largo
part of the city of Canton, (thoso who are born
and live upon tho water exceeding in number
those who lira upon tho land,) and tho streets of
jhe city not exceeding eight feet in width, where,
in walking, you aro in constant danger of being
knocked down, or having an eyo put out by tho(
sharp pointed bamboo upon which tho Chinese
bear their burdens, The ground upon which
Canton stands is very low. Tim population is
estimated at from 500,000 to 1,000,000.

In regard totho population of China, Mr. Web
ster seemed inclined to the opinion that tho Chi-

nese estimate of three millions was not far from
correct. Ho instituted a comparison between
China and France, and showed that while tho
Chinese arc far more industrious, frugal and tem-
perate than tho French, and while marriage is en-

couraged among them to tho greatest possible ex
tent, ami while peace has prevailed among them
for 200 years, tho same population to a square
inilo as in France, would quite equal the Chmcso
estimate.

It was mentioned that all the handsome female
children had their feet early compressed by band
ages, in order that this great point oi beauty, small
feet, might secure for them wealthy husbands.
These Chinese ladies wero ns much surprised at
tho small waists of the American ladies, as the lat-

ter wero at their, small feet. They thought such
small waists could only ha produced by some very
painful process. Too true.l Tho whiteness of
our ladies' skins they thought the effect of paint.

Beggars have some peculiar rights, Though
fewer than wo should expect, considering the
dense population; they may enter a shop and
with a gong or other noisy instrument and
their voice keep up a horrid clamor until they re
ceive charity. Tho contest between tho beggar
to annoy, and the shop-keep- to bear all with
silent fortitudo and fixed refusal to give, was often
amusing and protracted. Both wero losing time,
yet for the shop-keep- er to yield was but to open
the door to his disturbers, while one or more vic-

tories might throw some defence around him by
creating despair in tho beggarly ranks.

Tho Government was termed patriarchal, but
was in fact an unalloyed and unlimited despotism.

Tho Emperor was tho Son of Heaven, the im-

mediate Vicegerent of the Most High, and tho
lives, fortunes and liberties of each and allhissub- -
jects.wero in his hands.

Tho kingdom was divided into provinces, the
Governor of each being directly responsible totho
Emperor; and these provinces wero subdivided,
down to hundreds, all responsibility running back
from the most subordinate officers to tho supreme
power. Governors were held personally respon
sible for the order of their provinces, communities
for that or their members, lamihcs lor that ol each
and every member. This had a wonderful effect
in preserving subordination and peace. There
seems little justice in punishing the innocent for
the sake of tho guilty, yet the policy threw a net-
work from which it was impossible to escape
around every subject. A foreigner, in a great
crowd, lost his gold watch. The Governor was
informed oPit, and said within three days it should
be restored. Ho instantly seized the police offi

cers, more than one hundred, and locked them up
in prison. He then took one or their number,
and told Tiini to find tho watch, for until this was
dono, his companions should not bo released.
Well, the families of all these officers were depen-
dant upon them for n subsistancc, so that they

II . ...1 ... .11. ..1. lltM.'were on imcmicu iu uixuh-- i mu naieii. itiiuiii
the timo specified it was restored, having been
found in a house twenty miles distant iu tho coun-

try, N. Y. Journal Commerce.

Jfn. Fletcueii WEnsTEn's Second Lec- -

Tunc on uuiNi. mo number assembled
on Thursday evening, in the Tabernacle, to hear
this gentleman s second lecture, showed the strong
interest excited by the first. Mr. Webster ob-

served that on the previous evening he had dis-

continued his remarks while on the subject of the
Chinese police. But if tho police was vigilant,
the thieves were most skilful and daring. When
about to enter a house for theft, they oil their
bodies, and fix short knives in their hair, to cut
the hands of those wJio would seize hold of it.
They never

.
go into a dark room, but choose to

i - if i i .i iv" : .i..nave iigui arouuu tuciii. nur is u siiaugtj iuui
their thieves should differ from ours, since tho
Chinese as a people, are the reverse of us in eve-

ry thing. While a foreigner was asleep in his
room with a light, the window being partly open,
these thieves slinned sofllv in. ono seized the
sword and gun of tho gentleman and watching his
slumbers, while the room was stripped ol every
article in it.

When you rent a house, some Chinese offers
i ir i i :r i .
lliiuseii us yuur muiiuiu, wnu 11 yuu cimiiuy iijiu,
he takes the keys and becomes responsible for ev
erything, employs all subordinate servants, who
aro strictly responsible tu mm. it anything is
stolen or injured, thu steward must restore ormake
it good; and ho finds redress for any losses or in
juries inllicted by subordinate servants in with
holding adequate compensation Irom their wages,
Ho is responsible for everything, and holds every
ono employed by him, responsible to him. In
deed this principle of subordination and accounta-
bility pervades tho entire society. Hence often.
dcrs seldom escape, every body being responsible
lor every body else, 1 hough the innocent may
suffer for the guilty, for nearly every crime, some
ono is punished, tho proportion between crime
and punishment seems well settled, as tho amount
of rain is proportioned to evaporation, and, lil;o
the rain, punishment falls upon tho just and the
unjust.

Tho Code of Laws is exceeding voluminous.
There are laws and regulations for every thing
that is done or sollered. au the minutiae ol sc
cial customs and manners, modes of salutation
costume, changes of dtess, to suit tho different set
sons, are prescribed, by law, . Wlicn.llio .Manila-ri-

puts on his winter, cap, others. put on theirs,-nn-

it is winter at least where he governs. ' .

Mr. Webster hero gave snmo account of tho
present Emperor, of Tartar descent, who is said to
owe his present eminenco to his gallant defence
of his father, who reigned during Lord Macart-

ney's visit to China. It is said that much treas-

ure has been accumulated in ono of the Tartar
cities by the present dynasty, under the impress-
ion that they may lose their power and be com- -

to retire to their ancient home. J. no
ficllcd which attended the Tartar invasion
wero mentioned, and the desolation of whole
provinces, as stated by the Dutch Ambassador
then in tho Empire. Few changes were intro-

duced except the mode of wearing tho hair, the
present mode being of Tartar origin, and order-
ed at onco by tho Tartar monarch, that no
differences might continue between tho conquer
ing and vanquished race. This Tartar mode of
wearing tho hair is not unlike that ofour Indians
a stylo which seems to have travelled round the
world so that in our early wars the Indian war-
riors with their scab locks, met the powdered
cuo of a French gentleman's wig on the heads of
t rcncli olhccrs.J

There is no aristocracy in China. Birth and
wealth arc less regarded there than with us. Pe-
culiar respect belongs to the Family of the Em-
peror, and to the disciples of Confucius, who aro
the teamed men, but with these exceptions, oil
are equal, of one blood, are without distinction of
birth or fortune. "Tho highest places are confer-
red as rewards of good conduct and eminent schol- -'

arship. It is reported, however, that of late,1
wealth has been used to purchase a literary de
gree, and as a consequence, employment by Gov-

ernment.
Among the Chineso officers who visited tho

American Ambassador, some of the highest rank
appeared of least consideration There arc nine
degrees of niik, shown by tho button on the top
of tho cap and tho peacock's feathers which adorn
the dress, the red button indicating tho highest
official rank.

Various Boards of Commissioners are occupied
with the several branches of public affairs. One
li termed tho Board of Foreign Affairs and De-

pendent Slates. This Board is said to have been
that concerned in forming the recent treaty with
Great Britain ; and it seems a somewhat curious
fact, that on one side of the world, the Anglo-Saxo- n

race, in the person of the English, should
be ranked as tributaries bv a Tartar Sovereign,
while on tho other side, the Indians or that sov-
ereign's race should seek protection from their
Great Father, the Anglo-Saxo- n President of tho
United Stale.

Tho lecturer described very minutely the cer-
emonies of tho great dinner given by Keying to
our Ambassador immediately after tho signing of... . . ,l rr i i r i Iiiju xreaiy, which ucgau wiiu iruiis anu enueu
with meats, and during which strange dishes almost
innumerable of shark fins, deer muscles, bird's
nests, be, graced the feast, from which they re-

tired at ono o'clock.
Tho orator spoke particularly of tho rigid ad-

herence of the Chinese to formal rules ofetiquette,
of the cards left by gentlemen (a good sized sheet
of colored paper,) of their letters, Urge or small,
ns might be written on fine and ornamental paper,
always enclosed in an envelope- and scaled with
wax. He also spoke of the cheap literature of
the Chinese, their libraries and tho valuo attached
to education, and of many arts and inventions,
such as that of printing, the mariner's compass
and gunpowder, long known to them before dis-

covered by Europeans.
A filial regard for the government is planted in

the minds of the people, and among all sentiments
that of respect for parents and superiors is cher-

ished as one of highest duty. Children are not
ennobled lor the virtues of their parents, but pa-

rents aro rewarded for the virtues of their children.
Sons will interpose and ask that they may re-

ceive the punishment due to their parents. Nor
is this, unusual. Tho father is deemed to have a
higher claim upon lib ton than even a wilo or
children. Tbo son like .Eneas ofold would bearJ
his aged parent on bis shoulders and leave his
wifo and children to follow. Tombs and monu-

ments arc built iu honor of parents by tho wealthy.
The worship of tho dead is celebrated. Their

tombs are built on tho sides of a' hill and thither
on certain days relatives resort with food and
flowers partaking of the former in honor of the
dead, and garlanding their tombs with the latter.
It is a ceremony, dictated by affection, natural,
beautiful and touching. Wo think of the com
mand from tbo highest authority, Honor thy
Father and thy Mother.

The lecture concluded with observations on the
History, Antiquity and Language of China. Tho
opinion was more than hinted that the claims of
the Uhinesc to a national existence as ar back as
to within 1200 years of tho creation, was well
founded, and that its original government patriar
chal, retained striking features ol thoso pnmary
characters. The difficulties of acquiring the lan
guage arc immense, nor would the labors of a life
fully conquer them. They aro felt by tho Chi
nese iiicmscivcs, ami consilium onu ui uie inigniy
barriers against the infiuenco of other nations.
Mr. Webster sat down amid great applause N
X, Journal LOinmcrcc.

Improvement. The editor of the New York
Tribune has examined recently in two cstaMUh-mcn- ts

at Ilrookljn, the operation of tho apparatus
known as " Cllite & Seabury's Improved Patent
Jieni uenerainr." it enecis .a saving or from tweni

e tn fifty per cent., in the amount of fuel re
quired for cicam engines; the cost of erecting the
woms wiin u is inconsiderably less, as high chim-
neys, towers, &.C.. are superseded. The heal is tn.
tircly retained around, or absorbed into the boiler.
so (.lot one may put his hand on the chimney just
above the boiler at any time, and experience no sen
sation but that of pleasant genial warmth in a cur
rent oi air. i ne neat is so entirely retained that
the fire being stopped, and all operations suspend-
ed at early evening, the workmen .come back next
morning and at once start the machinery again,
without a particle of tire under tho boiler.

A passionate temper renders a man unfit for ad.
vi ce, deprives him of, his reason, robs him ofall that
is either great or noble in his nature : it makes him
unfit fur conversation destroys friendship, changes
justice imo cruelty, anu turns an order Into coniu
siou. 'i

SKA SKETCHES.
Xlf Bjt, Cbrft tUth.

"Blow jewimlil
Vflwunt Tt thamtert! roll yoor lmpet oai
ShAke.ya old pillar otUte marble aky 1

'1111 til Ita orU and all ill world'a or Bra
U looarnrd rrom Uwir au." Akihiim.

Owing to certain local causes, the winds along the
American coast usually prevail from the oulhcl
between the months of June and September, and
have therefore- been called by sailors the "Ameri-
can trade winds." As our average course for Eu-

rope was about these semi-trade- s

uerc on our quarter, and consequently the first part
of the toyago was quickly and pleasantly performed.
The breeze was variable in its freshness, and at
times would die away to a mere fanning zephyr.
It was my favorite amusement on audi occasions to
row olT in the jolly boat to some distance from
the Java, that I might observe and admire her ap-

pearance. It has been said that "the two most
beautiful sights, are a pretty woman in a full dress,
and a large ship under full sail." Whether the for-

mer be correct or not, judge ye ; of the latter
there can be no doubt. Whoever has teen it will
acknowledge the truth of the assertion. Alone
on the bosom of the ocean, the only object upon
which the ere can rest, the gallant bark dispossesses
us of the idea that abe is but a collection of inan-
imate matter, united by the skill of man, and seems
to be suddenly endued with life, and a noble queen
of the billows as she is, to more among them as if
conscious of her superiority and imperial dignity.
Though they may at tiroes conspire for her destruc
tion, yet again and again are they baliled ; or it somo
wato more desperate than the rest plays the assas-
sin's part, then wrapping close around, her own
white sails for a winding sheet, and raising herself
to the very sky that she may give tho parting kiss
of forgiveness to the storm-cloud- as they vent
they rage upon bcr, the dies as a queen should
die,

"nor nnlamenurd nor uaaanj;."

From the day on which we took our departure
from the Cape until the twentieth of September,
the royals had not been taken in. So favorable
had been the breeze, and so pleasant the weather,
that ci en our little il bad done us no
unimportant service bv cxertinc its infant strength
to hasten us on our course. Out these days ofsun--
light and serenity were drawing to a close. Ihc
westerly wind had entirely died away, and for the
space of fifteen hours there was a dead calm. Not
a ripple was to lie teen on the waters, nor a sound
heard except the flapping of the sails against the
masts as the Mo rose and fell with the fast expir
ing swell. The morning or the iwrnlietn was as
loielr a one as can be found in that season of the
year when "aummer seems to linger in the lap of
autumn." The sun drove up nis uurning cnarioi
from his eastern palace unattended by a single
cloud ; and, clad in all his regal insignia about to
cross the equinoctial line, teemed to shine with
unusual warmth and brilliancy. The calm atill
continued, and alone the bright king rode on, until
he reached his meridian height. Here, in his van

ity, he lingered for a moment to gaze upon lumseiri
in the ocean t wavcless mirror, and then hastened
on to bis western home. This movement was the
signal for the elements. No sooner had the sun
turned his back upon the meridian than cloud tr-
ier cloud began, slowly at first and as in fear, and
afterwards more confidently, to rise above the east
ern horizon. 1 hese were the "light scuds," com
ing as pioneers to select the spot and prepare the
war for the meetiuir and rcveirvofthe elements.
Others more dense succeeded, and the dark, heavy
brnk which lay along Ihe eastern board, unbroken
by a single glen, warned us that storm was rapid
ly approaching. Soon after the rising of the "scud"
a alight dark green ripple was seen at a distance
upon the waters, and In a few moments the breeze
reached the ship. All the light sails were taken
in, and the topgallant saila together with the main-
sail, handed. The wind continued rapidly to fresh-
en, while the dishing of the spray beneath the bow.
and the incessant gurgling orthe water as it rolled
up under the counter of the ship indicaled that we
were leaping over tho billows at no slow pace. As
the wind was about northeast, and consequently
ahead, the Java was going close named : but eo
smooth as yet was the sea, that all sails being full
she made no lee way, and tailed nearly as fast as
it Ihe wind had been abeam or on tne quarter.

I was now about to witness, and, as t anticipated,
to enjoy that tight uhich had been the ultimation
of my wishes, a storm at tea. As Captain N. was
anxious to rcacn i.uropc, as soon as possiuie, ne con-

tinued to carry a heavy press of sail as long as the
shin could possibly bear it. So vividly is that
seme painted upon the canvass of memory, that I
can see nun even now sianuing, as no uiu, upon
the weather quarter deck, holding on to the monke-

y-rail toeteady himself, while ho watched the
compass, and at one moment eluded the man at
the wheel for not keeping Ihe ship close lo the
wind, and at another for shaking the sails, and then,
as some iresn uaw swuck me snip, casting an anx-

ious glance aloft to the topmast as they bent under
the force of tho breeze.

"Now, my good madam," said Captain N., ad
dressing the ship as be was often wont to do, "show
my young menu hero mat ot all the gallant cralt
which sail these waters there is not ono that can
Dlav with tho gale like yourself, Look." said he.
turning lo me, "see how beautifully she flies almost
in tho wind's eye. One half of the frigates in our
navy, with a breeze like this, would bo flinging
Ihe spray over ine ice loreyaru arm, wnue me goou
ladVseareelv sprinkles her I have often
wished that I could fall in with one of those frig
ates in a gale or wind, and u Ihe Java did not
shame them ( am no Bailor."

I knew very well that every sailor thinks his own
craft Ihe best, and consequently made all proper
allowance for Captain N's. enthusiasm : yet I could
not but acknowledge that beautiful as had been my
ideas or a ship rushing over the waters under a
heary press or canvass, tho Java exceeded them
all. Though the uind had now increased lo a
gale, the Captain manifested no disposition to shor-

ten sail. His practiced eye, never still, was in
every part of the vessel, ready to detect the first
appearance of injury either to the apara or the
rigging.

As the men had nothing to do but stand ready In
act at a moment's warning, they were all collected
together under the lee of the camboose, at one
moment telling their long yarns of the dangers they
had passed through, and the storma they had wit-

nessed, and at another watching and remarking
upon Ihe movements of Captain N. and the action
of the vessel.

"Many' thq
. craft," said ono of them, whose

deep-line- weather-beate- n features bore evidence
that be had been tossing upon the teat lor many
years, and to whom all looked up with deference as
tho most experienced among them, "many s the

craft that has carried this old hulk of mine across
these same waters, and many's the one I've been

yroud of in a gale like this, but blast my eyes if ever
a better sea-bo- than the Java. As for Bai-

ling, Old Urcczcr has lo nuflT like a grampus lo
keep up with her, and she is no more afraid of salt
water than a porpoise is. And there's our captain,
a regular-buil- t forccastlc'tailor; ho never crept into
the cabin windowt me, that"! know by the
roll of his walk and the cot of his whiskers. These
fresh-wat- dandy captains, like the last I sailed
under, ho can't tell a sheet-anch- from a k,

instead of cracking on and combing the
anarls out of old Neptune's hair, would now be
laying too Under a close-reefe- d main-topsa- blast
the cowardly"

THE STORM.
The speaker was interrupted by the green hand,

almost paralyzed with fright, "Ain't none of you
afcer'd we shall all sink and be drownded 1"

"Sink, you horse-marin- sink T did you ever
hear oTa sailor' being afraid of sinking, you white
livcr'd, Varmounter ? I say, cook, just rub your
black paws over this baby's face and give it tome
color, or curso me we shall all be sea sick togeth-
er."

"Oh don't don't I ain't frightened no I ain't
a bit "

"You lie, you are; your knees shake worse than
a piece of bunting in a hurricane. Clap a stopper
on your jaw, I tell you, youngster," as the boy
was about to interrupt hini,"or I'll make you find
soundings in the lee scuppers."

This threat, however severe it may have teemed,
was thrown out only to create a laugh among the
older tailors, in accordance with that right which
all jack tars assume, of browbeating and frightening
every green hand. But it was sufficient. The
poor fellow withdrew himself from tho circle, and
leaning his head over the windlass pit, grasping it
at the tame time with both hands to secure himself,
began to repent the step be had taken in leaving
bis home.

"Darn my eyes if I ain't sick of this business.
I guess if I han't made a plaguy mistake in coming
to tea, I don't know. I wish I was back on the
farm again hoeing potatoes. If I ever gel bact
there sale. I ll give any man the best wood lot in
the whole state if he catches me on board a ship
again. Oh dear," (as the ship made a heavier
plunge than usual) "what a wicked man that cap
tain is to trighlen me so. 1 mean to go and ask
him to take down those sails a little while. U dear,
how bad I begin to feel about the "

Defore he could close his sentence, a heavy sea
striking the shin on the weather bow, dashed its
tpray completely across the forecastle, welling him
to the skin, and so frightened was he, that letting
go his hold upon the bit, the ship at the same time
heeling down Irom the shock, the luckless lellow
waa pitched orer backwards into the water that lay
in the waist.

It was now evident to the captain and officers
that it was impossible to carry such a press of tail
any longer. The conversation of the tailort there
fore was soon interrupted by a cry from the chief
mate. "All hands alt I come my boys, what we do
must be done ot once and in true sailor style stand
by those maintop-sai- l halyards man ihe reef tack
les are you ready t"

"Aye, aye, sir."
-- aiacK away on your paiyards then round in

the clue, lines sway away on those reef tackles
give them another pull and then jump aloft, my
good lellows.

"How many reefs shall we put in," enquired the
second mate.

"Put in two mind that you haul the carings
chock uui anu anut your points wen, as we may
want 10 carry on mat reel lor some lime."

In a few moments the tonsail was reefed and
hoisted, the foretopsail ami spanker were also
double reefed, and as the ship carried a stiff weath
er helm the mizen topsail was handed. By the
lime this was accomplished the sun bad set, The
gale atill continued regularly to freshen and the
teat, under its influence, lo increase in size. The
rain too had commenced falling and we had the
prospect for the night before us of encountering
one of those violent equinoctial gales which usually
arise at this season of the year. At eight bells the
first watch for the night came on deck, well protec-
ted with iheir pea jackets and tarpaulins against
the ttorm. Thereat of the crew were permitted
to go below, after having been reminded by the
mate that their nap would be a ahorl one. The
captain and second mate bad also retired to their
state rooms. So intense was tho excitement crea-
ted by the gathering storm, that I bad no inclina-
tion to leave the deck and seating myself upon the
weather side of the companion way regardless of
the rain with which I was completely drenched, I
gave full scope to my feelings.

Possessing a lively imagination to which the spur
rather than the curb bad always beeq applied, I lov-

ed, when on the land, to si ray away to some com-
manding elevation and there watch the rise and
progress of the storm, when grasping in its hand
the lightning, with blackened brow and giant step
it came rushing down the mountain's sides and
through the valleys, leaving everywhere the Impress
of its fury, I could ait for hours listening to its
wild scream until I fancied it a living being and
longed lo join in its revelry. Much more was my
imagination aroused, and far moro wantonly did it
sport, as I watched for the first time the move-
ments of a storm upon Ihe sea. Led on step by
step I had forgotten the ship, the ocean, and the
whistling of the blast among the rigging, and had
created around me, under the inspiration of the mo
ment, nn ideal world, in which 1 was revelling in
all the wihlness of fane v

"Well, Charles," said the mate, who had tested
himself by my side, "how like you old Boreas' lul- -
lab; wnue Picpiune is.rocning us in ourcradier

I started from my reverie with feelings strongly
akin to anger at the sudden destruction of the beau
tiful bubble upon which I had been gazing. While
endeavoring to recollect myself, I replied somewhat
sharply, "what did you say T '

"Are you asleep t Have you been dreaming
about the bright faces at home! if so. hang me If vou
arc not (he prettiest dreamer I have ever seen upon
a ship's deck, I asked how you liked this north
easter mat is playing such, pranks with the bit
lows t"

"Like it T I like it much, would that we had
more of it. Do vou call this a severe storm V

"Indeed I do, and I can tell you, that this is
none of those baby blasts that go creeping along
over the land like a duck in shallow water. It is
one of Old Slormer'a real boys and he will let us
Know it loo beiore ne quits us."

"Do you think," tald I, catching wi'h delight
Iris last expression, "do vou think that the wind will
continue' to increase until we havebne of those tre-
mendous gales if which you wero "speaking a few
days since t" '

"I will tell you what, Charles, I hare been on
the sea for nearly fifteen years and I never knew a
storm to commence as this has without its termina-
ting in a perfect hurricane. Depend upon it, be-

fore the morning dawns, you will wish yourself
ashore more than a thousand limes."

"Never never 1" I replied ; and arising from my
scat I sprung to the weather rail. Waving my hat
above my head with enthusiasm, I shouted to the
utmost extent of my voice.

"Come on, my good breezes master all your
forces and show us what you can do 1 make these
topsails feel that a stranger has hold of them 1 arouse
up you cowards, the old foresail is laughing at
you. Come on and do your best ; I, at least, am
not afraid of you." Having thrown ont my chal-

lenge, I commenced whistling, that I might woo if
not enrage.

"Hush, said the mate, "you will wake those
below. You are a noble fellow and ought to live .
and die on the sea and find a sailor's grave "

What more be would bare said I know not, for
at this moment, as if provoked by the childish

I had just given, a furious blast swept thro"
the rigging and by the sails, while almost simulta-

neously with il, an immense tea lifting Itt white
head orer the weather bow broke in upon deck
sweeping tbe whole length of tho vessel.

"We hare it now in right good earnest," said tbe
mate. "These tails mutt be off the ship in lcs
than ten minutes or they will be blown to rags anil
the ship down on her beam ends. Jump and call
the captain and second mate, while I go forward
and get every thing ready for having to."

I hastened to obey the order, and 11 I passed
down the gangway I beard tbe mate's voice rising
above the gale."

"All hands, a b o y," was borne on the air,
as one of the men aroused his sleeping comrades.

No matter how deep the slumber which holds the
sailor, let but the summons "All hands, ahoy,"'
be sounded above him, and be is on deck and even
on the topsail yard before the echo has fully died
away. It was so in tbit case. Every man wss im-

mediately at his post. At the captain's request I
took the wheel and permitted tbe helmsman to

in shortening tad. The foretopsail and fore-

sail were handed and the maintopaail close reefed,
and under ibis tail together with the foretopmasi
staytail the thip was hove to, that she might tafely
ride out of the gale. The helm was lashed alte
and the watch again returned below.
' However powerfully the wind may have blown at
the time of my conversation with the mate, it Has
then but a breath compared with the roar which
now went thundering through the air. The seat,
had increased to an enormous fcize, and" the whole
ocean was in a boiling foam. Wave chased wave.
Some more ambitious than the rest, would strive to
outdo their fellows in rearing their heads on high,
until growing dizzy with their elevation they tum-
bled over one another, while a hoarse laugh teem-
ed to ring across Ihe waters. The "lulls" which
usually attend a gale, in this instance were not
heard ; it was ooe harsh uninterrupted scream. At
one moment the thip was riding "mid heaven" on
the crest of a mountain wave which rolled on with-th- e

lightning's speed, and at another was linking
into the trough of the tea, while the water, as she
fell, poured like a cataract upon deck over tbe lee-ra- il.

The masts groaned under Ihe merciless
treatment ihcy were receiving, while the noble ship
herself would first reel to and fro, and then he
shitered at if stunned by the repeated blows which '

fell upon her.
The night sped on with no abatement of tbe vio-

lence of the wind or.the seas. Thus far. however '.

we had rode out the gale in safety. Although sur-
rounded with danger and liable at any moment
cither to capsize or to spring aleak, in which case
all must inevitably have perished, not a breath of
fear stirred in my bosom ; on the contrary it was a
night of intense delight; and although I did not
wish that anr accident might happen, yet, urged on
by that uncontrollable power whose influence ere-r- y

one when in a state of excitement experiences, J
secretly longed for something more terrible. It
soon came. The main topsail had nobly bared its
unflinching bosom tome wild blast and toiled with
all Its ttreugth to leap the thip headed to the i
wind, until feelinj itself aggrieved, that while all :

the other sails were quietly sleeping in their gas- - .'
kets, it was compelled single handed to fight" the
storm, ifdetermined to endure it no longer.

I had just commenced, remarking to the officer of "
thedeck that the main storm-staysa- il ought tosupply
Ihe place of the top-sai- l, when a tudden sharp report
overhead brought us upon our feet, and uponlooking
aloft we saw the remains of the topsail, which bad . 1

been rent from the flying in threds upon
the gale.- Without waiting to consider whether I had
any right so to do, I sprang forward and commenc-
ed giving my Orders to the men. The thip having
now no sail to keep to the wind, fell oft" at first, '

and then broaching to just as I bad reached the .

waist, an enormous ware came rushing in through' -

the sweeping and tearing away every- -.

thing before it, I caught but a glance of the tea
and just heard the mate's voice, "Look out I save
yourselves I" before I felt myself buried in its bo-

som. Choked with the water which was pouring
into my throat, I convulsively threw out my bands '
lo save myself, as I was borne alongjin the mingled '

mass. At this moment my senses left me, and I u

knew nothing more until I found myself in my
berth and the steward bathing my templet; Upon
enquiry I learnt, that the sea bsd carried mo aft
more tnan half the length of the ship, about fifty ,!

feet, and dashed me against the bulwarks, doubling :

my body over the lee rail and davit. Had I bten "

lifted but a few inches higher, I thould have gone 'j

overboard and perished. ;'j

Although, much bruised by the accident, I rose '
from, my berth and hastened on deck, disregarding
the entreaties of the steward who strove to detain'
me. The sea, I found, had completely swept the
deck, carrying away nearly all Ihe bulwarks and
stanchions abalt the bore oft the '

camboose and long-bo- and dashed to pieces in '
its course the companionway and binnacle. The "

st also had been snapt oft near trie cap; 'n
carrying along with it tho fore and main
and royal masts. The ship was rolling in the tea '
a complete wreck, This was not thejworat. Two '

poor fellows, who had been caught like myself in
the waist of the ship, were waahed overboard and
burled in the bosom of the ocean. How the rest
of those on deck escaped I cannot tell, unlets it '

was that all, with the exception of the second male,
were forward of the sea as it came in, while he be--
Ing well aft had time to secure himself by clinging
to the tafterel; r ' ' i

AS the mainmast was still standing, tbe 'main J
il was set, under which the shipwas-- '

again hove lo. As if satisfied with having wreak;
ed its vengeance upon our poor craft and alst'uporr
me in return for the challenge I had given during
the earlier part of the night, the wind in a 'few"


